Plaquette with the Face of a Man 
Made: between 200 and 250 AD 
Material: silver, gold 
Dimensions: 20 mm x 20 mm
Weight: 6 g
Collection: Zamość Museum in Zamość
A small trapezoidal plaquette made of gilded silver. Its entire surface is adorned with a convex ornament. The centre section of the plaquette features a slightly diagonally arranged man’s face shown en face. It has a triangular envelope, a prominent chin and a large, round eye. It gives the impression of being bulged. The other eye and part of the cheek are gone. The head is covered with a round helmet resembling a cap. Arranged loosely around the man’s face, there are three bird heads and four dolphins. The bird heads are shown from above, thus creating an impression of consisting only of large beaks and a pair of round, bulging eyes. The dolphin images are highly simplified; therethey bear no anatomical features. The front part of their body is somewhat rounder and broader. Their narrow tails end with raised fins. The reminderremainder of the plaquette is filled with convex granules. The item is partially damaged. Besides the hole in the man’s face, some damage can also be seen around the edges. The base metal is corroded in places, thus making it almost black and rough in texture. 
The plaquette with a warrior’s face was found during archaeological research carried out in the years 1977-2002 in the village of Masłomęcz, Lubelskie. It was probably part of a garment pin. A similar image of a man’s head was also found in the nearby locality of Gródek nad Bugiem. Warrior heads embossed on silver sheets are found in large numbers across Scandinavia, hence the finds from Masłomęcz and Gródek are believed to be of Northern origin.
