Lion-shaped bead
Period of origin: between 100 and 400 AD
Material: faience
Dimensions: height 1,2 cm, length 2,4 cm, width 1.6 cm
Weight: 5 g
Collection: National Museum in Lublin
A single bead of Egyptian faience, made by firing siliceous material. It has a matte creamy-greenish colour. It is made up of two parts: a rectangular base and the figure of a lion. The base has rounded corners and a string hole drilled in the middle, along the longer sides. The base is almost entirely occupied by a lion resting in a position similar to that of the Sphinx. Its front legs are stretched forward, the hind legs curled up, and the tail remaining on the back. The lion’s head rests between its front paws. Its mouth is open, the eyes round, the nose massive. The mane is particularly impressive. It covers most the front part of the animal’s body. It stands in sharp contrast to the lion’s slim rear. The bead is blackened in places.  
It was found in the 1960s during archaeological research in the village of Strzyżów in the Lublin region. It was deposited in a skeletal grave of a person from the Masłomęcz group identified with the Goths. It is a very rare artefact in the area of today’s Poland. It was probably brought from the area of the Black Sea.
