Belt Fitting with a Boar’s Head 
Period of origin: between 700 and 800 AD
Material: bronze
Dimension: length 7.9 cm, width 3.8 cm, thickness 6 mm
Weight: 43 g
Collection: Rev. Stanisław Staszic Museum in Hrubieszów
The fitting adorned the tip of a narrow belt. Its prevailing colour is a shade of green. It developed through the oxidation of copper, the main component of bronze. Its shape resembles a pointed tongue. The slot where the belt was inserted into the fitting is wider and straight. The fitting has a decorative finish on both sides. Most of the right section of its front face is occupied by a boar’s head. It is shown from the side. The boar’s nostrils form the narrow end of the fitting. Underneath, along the lower edge of the item, there is a deep, horizontal notch forming the animal’s lips. The boar has a large, concave cheek. Above, under the upper, slightly wavy edge, there is an almond-shaped horizontal eye.  Left of the boar’s head, the wider part of the fitting has a convex plant ornament. It is set within two vertical rectangles. One, close to the boar’s head, has two vertical and symmetrical plant windings. The plants have wavy stems with rings at the tips and in the middle. They symbolize buds or leaves of climbing plants. Above them, there is an almond-shaped, unfilled leaf with its petiole extending to the right under the boar’s eye. The other rectangle is also filled with two winding plant motifs. The upper one resembles a bent cane handle, branching inward into two lines closed with rings. The lower one is its mirror image. They are separated by a shape resembling a horizontal hourglass. The back side of the fitting is entirely covered by a convex plant ornament split into two horizontal belts. The plant in the top belt is more wavy. It branches into smaller, curled twigs closed with rings or leaves. The one in the lower belt is its mirror image. The edges of the fitting are chipped on both sides of the belt slot.      
The belt fitting was found accidentally in the village of Liski in the Lublin region. Its form and embellishment combining zoomorphic and plant elements suggest a late Avar origin. The Avars were a nomadic people who came to Europe in the mid-6th century AD and settled in the Pannonian Basin. Similar fittings can still be found there in large numbers. Where exactly the Avars came from remains an unresolved mystery, but many scholars point to Northeast Asia as their home. 
