Cup with a Ram’s Head
Period of origin: 2500-2000 BC
Material: clay
Dimensions: height 10.7 cm, diameter from 5.8 to 13.5 cm
Weight: 607 g
Collection: National Museum in Lublin
This handmade, belly cup has a brown-brick, natural clay colour. Gray or cream colours surface in places. The vessel has a bottom, belly, rim, and lug. The belly is wider in the middle; the rim gapes outwards. Together they form a shape resembling a small vase. The lug is attached slightly diagonally and runs from the middle of the belly up to the edge of the rim. It is topped with a somewhat crooked ram’s head in a simple form. When compared to the depictions of rams from later centuries, you may get the impression that it was moulded by a child. It has no clearly visible anatomical details. Still, the long bridge of the snout and two deep, round orbital cavities can be discerned. The ram also has distinctive carved arches around its skull. This is how the maker of the cup depicted ram’s horns. Most of the cup surface has no decoration. Two subtle rows of tiny, rectangular grooves run around the top of the rim. In the upper row, they are arranged diagonally. In the lower row, their upper ends touch each other, thus creating a strip of small sloping roofs. The belly has three fork-shaped decorations running at relatively equal distances. They have the form of vertical, deeply carved continuous lines. Other, slightly wavy lines extend downwards from them on both sides. They are made of little, needle-size dots.  The vessel has numerous traces of gluing and repairs. The gluing lines are clearly visible from inside. 
The vessel was found during archaeological research carried out in the 1960s in Kolonia Nałęczów near Lublin. It belongs to the Funnel Beaker culture, one of the major archaeological cultures of the Neolithic. The cup was probably among the so-called grave goods. Its characteristic feature is a ram’s head topping the lug. Depictions of rams have been seen in several Neolithic cultures in Europe. The great role of sheep and rams in the economy of Neolithic settlements was corroborated by their worship. The worship of the ram may have been associated with other deities, but also with magic rites, rainmaking, or fertility cults. Rams were often sacrificed, too. 
