Small horse – a part of a spur 
Period of origin: between 1000 and 1050 AD
Material: bronze
Dimensions: height 1 cm, length 2.3 cm, thickness 1 mm
Weight: 2 g 
Collection: Provincial Office for the Protection of Historical Monuments in Kielce, Branch Office in Sandomierz
This small piece was probably part of a spur attached to a rider’s shoe to discipline the horse. It has a dark green and brown colour with a gentle tinge of dark green. It has a porous surface. The spur has two parts: a horizontal, rectangular beam and a horse figure installed on it. The beam is part of the semi-circular band that surrounded the heel of the rider’s boot. The horse standing in the middle of the beam is shown from the side. Its design is simplified to such an extent that the animal can only be recognized by the characteristic triangular shape of the head. It reveals no anatomical details. The horse’s legs merge into two massive columns. The horse also has an unnaturally wide neck and a rounded rump without a visible tail. Part of the head is missing at the top. Originally, it has a halo. The spur shows the signs of having been left in the ground for a long time and of having been exposed to the elements, e.g. are tiny dents, chips, or polished edges.
The item was found during archaeological research in the village of Daromin in the Kielce region in 2023. Similar items had been previously discovered in so-called Viking burials in Greater Poland (Wielkopolska) and east Pomerania. Therefore, it is believed that such decorated spurs were worn primarily by upper-class knights from Scandinavian lands. Perhaps, they served as guards to the Piast dukes. However, recent research has demonstrated that these are West Slavic products. Due to their high decorative value and delicate design, spurs with animal figurines were probably worn only during parades and on solemn occasions. 
