Wolf's Head
Period of origin: probably between year 1 and 100 AD
Material: bronze
Dimensions: length 3,1 cm, width 1,2 cm 
Weight: 19 g
Collection: Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology of the Polish Academy of Sciences
A tiny metal head of an animal of the canidae family, probably the wolf. Its dark green shade is attributed to the oxidation of copper, which is the main component of bronze. The item has a rough surface. The wolf’s skull is flat, the ears pointed and slightly tilted back. It looks as if the wolf was about to put them back. One ear has a cropped tip. Convex eyebrow arches can be seen above the orbital cavities. The neb, i.e. the part of the animal head containing the snout and nose, is surprisingly long. This neb structure is typical of wolves and herding dogs, including the German Shepherd and the wolfdog. The animal’s nose is large and prominent. The jaws are slightly open with a thick tongue out. The neck was neatly cut behind the skull. The wolf’s head is scratched in places as well as having numerous shallow recesses and chipped elements. Its edges are rounded. These deficits can probably be attributed to the long-time deposition in soil layers and the influence of the elements.    
The wolf’s head comes from the Roman Empire. It was found in the village of Chodlik near Opole Lubelskie in 2020. The artefact was most likely a decorative accessory worn on garment or attached to a piece of jewellery or another utility item. Very similar heads were previously found in Huruksela, Finland, and Wilkenburg, Germany, the latter once being a large Roman infantry fort.       
