Fibula with a Bull’s Head 
Period of origin: between 150 and ca. 200 AD
Material: bronze
Dimensions: height 2.9 cm, length 3.3 cm, width up to 3.3 cm
Weight: 21 g
Collection: National Museum in Lublin
A fibula is a metal brooch (pin) for fastening pieces of garment. In terms of design, it resembles a contemporary safety pin. However, it has a larger and usually ornate top part called “bow.” This section of the fibula has been preserved to this day. It has a natural brown-copper colour. Its end, known as “foot,” draws attention in the first place. It is adorned with a simplified, geometrically-designed bull’s head. It has a round skull, an elongated tubular snout, and one horn. The horn protrudes from the skull; it is cylindrical, bent upwards, and ends with a ball. The other horn got chipped away. The remaining part of the fibula bow resembles a hammer with a rounded head. It is cylindrical. It gets narrower from the foot with the bull’s head towards the other end with a massive, curved hammer head. Under the upper part of the fibula, there is a remnant of the pin-closing section. Below the bull’s head, there is a hanging metal strap, twisted at the end to hold the pin. Under the curved hammer head of the other end of the item, there is a long tube. It is empty inside. Originally, it contained a simple mechanism that allowed free movement of the pin. 
This fragmented fibula was found during archaeological research carried out in Kraśnik near Lublin between 1997 and 2000. It was among the accessories deposited in a cremation grave of a warrior belonging to the community of the Przeworsk culture. The culture is linked to the Vandal tribes. Ornamental brooches with feet decorated with animal heads were popular among them.  
